




Message from AmCham Turkey/ABFT 
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Dear Colleagues,

Efforts to strengthen economic ties between Turkey and the United States are gaining 
momentum. The increasing significance and strong potential of the US-Turkey bilateral trade 
and investment relations are also demonstrated by the statistics. Accordingly, our trade 
volume has increased by two folds and reached 20.6 billion dollar over the last decade.   

Established in 2004 as an affiliate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the American Business 
Forum in Turkey (AmCham Turkey/ABFT) is helping to drive this trend by facilitating 
cooperation between public and private sector leaders from both countries and by 
advocating for open markets.

Moreover, AmCham Turkey/ABFT has given its U.S. member companies a platform to engage 
with policy makers and seize commercial opportunities. Given Turkey’s large economy, as 
well as its strategic location and young population, these opportunities are expected to 
increase in the future. 

We are pleased to note that AmCham Turkey/ABFT continues to grow in size and strength. Our 
membership base has reached 125+ U.S. companies, which have over 54 billion dollars of 
investment in Turkey and create employment for 90,000 people. It is a pleasure to serve this 
prestigious membership that includes leading firms across every industry, from banking to 
legal services, consumer products to information technologies, healthcare to aerospace and 
defense, and delivery to strategic consultancy.

With the leadership and guidance of AmCham Board of Directors, consisting of the CEOs of 
Citibank, Procter & Gamble, General Electric, The Dow Chemical Company, PwC, IBM, 
PepsiCo, Baker & McKenzie, HP, Boeing, Honeywell, 3M, Mondelez International, Nike, 
Heidrick & Struggles, AmCham has defined its priorities based on further increasing bilateral 
trade and investment between Turkey and the U.S;  and supporting Turkey’s economic 
development by strengthening the business environment and stimulating foreign direct 
investments. 

Over the next years and beyond, the ABFT leadership team will continue to cultivate a liberal 
and equitable business environment in Turkey. In doing so, we not only aim to support our 
members achieve their business results, but also support the Turkish economy by encouraging 
foreign direct investment to achieve sustainable growth.

Sincerely,

AmCham Turkey/ABFT



54 billion 
USD 

Total Investment in Turkey 

~90.000

Number of Employees 

54.300

Min. Max.

49.300 59.300 88.790 

Min. Max.

81,767 95,813

12 billion 
TL 

Tax Paid in Turkey 

~90.000

Number of Turkish Employees

12.800

Min. Max.

8.900 16.700 85.538 

Min. Max.

77.900 93.176

>25.000

Number of Women Employees 

> 4.450 

Number of Turkish Executives

25.221 

Min. Max.

17,732 32,711 4.470

Min. Max.

2.930 6.010 







Strength in Operations
AmCham Turkey/ABFT Events 
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AmCham membership is open to major U.S. corporations, small and medium size 
businesses, NGOs and U.S. citizens that share a common interest in the mission of the 
Chamber.

From exclusive, targeted marketing opportunities to special events organization and 
expanding the network of its members, AmCham makes its members’ needs a priority. 
AmCham members gain access to a vast network of business Information and contacts in 
Turkey as well as in the U.S. and Europe, through close relations and frequent exchange 
with the AmChams in Europe and the AmCham global network.

Corporate members also represent their companies at AmCham committees in the areas of 
Public Affairs, Investment Environment, Sustainability, Healthcare and Life Sciences, 
Digital Economy, Defense and Aerospace, Energy and Infrastructure.  Committees help our 
members to understand regulations, overcome challenges, and seize opportunities in the 
market in a pro-active manner.



The most common type of membership is Gold Membership, which requires a fee of
15.000 TL. The annual membership fee for Platinum members is 20.000 TL and Silver 
members is 10.000 TL. There is a one-time entrance fee of 3.800 TL for all types of 
membership. The membership fees are paid per calendar year, are non-refundable and will 
automatically be renewed each year unless terminated in writing prior to the membership 
team.



20.000

15.000

10.000

3.800

3.800

3.800





Business
&

Investment
Climate Surveys

Member Profile
Surveys

ABFT & Member
Companies'

Reports

Business Studies
&

Sector - Specific Reports



AmCham has  seven sector committees including the following: Public Affairs, Investment 
Environment, Sustainability, Healthcare and Life Sciences, Digital Economy, Aerospace and 
Defense, Energy and Infrastructure.



AmCham Newsletter

AmCham Year End Reception



AmCham Turkey Membership Increase by Years

AmCham Turkey Income Increase by Years (TL)

AmCham increased its membership base by more than %117 in the past 10 years and by 64%
in the past 5 years.

AmCham witnessed an income increase of 122% in the past 5 years and 11% in the past 3 years.    
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REVENUES (01.01.2017 – 31.12.2017) 
Membership Fees

Sponsorship Income

Donations

Other Income

EXPENSES (01.01.2017 – 31.12.2017)
Personnel Expenses

Meetings and Organizational Expenses 

Rent Expenses 

Travel and Transportation Expenses 

Stationary Expenses

Office Building Administration Expenses 

Consultancy Expenses 

Communication Expenses 

Energy and Cleaning Expenses 

Repair and Maintenance Expenses 

Advertisement Expenses 

Amortization Expenses 

Membership Expenses   

IT Technical Service Expenses 

Research Expenses 

Taxes and Charges Expenses 

Other Expenses 

ASSETS
Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Marketable Securities 

Short Term Trade Receivables 

Other Short Term Trade Receivables 

Inventories 

Other Current Assets 

Non Current Assets Total 

LIABILITIES
Financial liabilities  

Trade Payables  

Other Short Term Liabilities  

Advances Received 

Provision for Liabilities and Expenses 

Long Term Liabilities Total

 

899.036

115.716

0

0

1.014.752

675.753

143.045

128.250

57.059

28.379

1.245

49.111

11.814

6.982

0

0

 15.345

29.937

17.311

12.965

9.146

6.033

1.192.375

483.429

0

25.952

5.023

0

8.151

32.964

555.519

0

13.581

68.444

0

0

0

82.025
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In the year 2017, AmCham organized a total of
     23 Business Networking Events & Activities
     16 Committee & 16 Committee Strategy Meetings 
Became Media Partner at 3 International Conferences 
Attended AmChams in Europe Annual International Conference

AmCham & EBRD International Women’s Day Event, March 8th

AmCham Mentorship Program Launch, June 1st AmCham University Session, March 17th



January:
• AmCham Turkey/ABFT New Year Reception
• Security Briefing in Cooperation with OSAC 
• Briefing Session on Export Controls

April:
• Roundtable Meeting with Mehmet Şimşek,
 Deputy Prime Minister, Republic of Turkey 
• Roundtable with Shane Tedjarati, Honeywell’s
 President of Global High Growth Regions 

February:
• Roundtable Meeting with Hakan Yurdakul, 
 Head of Economy Monitoring & Coordination,
 Presidency, Republic of Turkey
• Baker&McKenzie ‘Industrial Property Rights’ Seminar 

March:
• AmCham Turkey General Assembly 
• International Women’s Day Conference with EBRD 
• Roundtable with Duncan Stewart, Deloitte’s
 Director of Technology, Media & Communications
 Research 
• University Panel Session in Kayseri

AmCham New Year Reception, Jan 19th

Roundtable Meeting with Hakan Yurdakul, Feb 16th

International Women’s Day Event, March 8th

AmCham General Assembly Meeting, March 1st

Roundtable Meeting with Deputy Prime Minister,
April 28th

Roundtable Meeting with Dow, May 30th

AmChams in Europe USA Conference, May 7th

AmCham Mentorship Program 3rd Term Launch, June 1st  

May:
• Roundtable with Fadi Matar, Dow’s Public &
 Government Affairs Director, IMEA & Turkey 
• AmCham University Panel Sessions in Denizli
  and İzmir  
• AmChams in Europe 2017 USA Conference 

June:
• AmCham Turkey Executive Mentorship
 Program Launch



July:
• Roundtable with Naci Ağbal, Minister of Finance,
 Republic of Turkey  

Roundtable Meeting with Minister of Finance, July 6th

October:
• Media Partner of 3rd PPP Healthcare Summit 
• AmCham Turkey Ankara Visits
• Digital Economy Committee Kick-off Meeting 

November:
• Roundtable with Nihat Zeybekci, Minister of
 Economy, Republic of Turkey
• TAREKS Workshop with the Ministry of Economy 
• Media Partner of 3rd National Patent Fair

Roundtable Meeting with Minister of Economy, Nov 17th

TAREKS Workshop, Nov 30th

December:
• AmCham Turkey Year-End Reception 
• International Compliance Regulations & Internal
 Investigations Seminar with Kabine Law & Linklaters

AmCham Year End Reception, Dec 18th

International Compliance Seminar, Dec 12th

Roundtable Meeting with Hüsnü Dilemre, Sep 26th

Digital Economy Committee Kick-off Meeting, Oct 3rd

August:
• Meeting with the Ministry of Economy, Ankara
• AmCham Jazz Night Event

September:
• Roundtable Meeting with Hüsnü Dilemre, Deputy
 Undersecretary of the Ministry of Economy,
 Republic of Turkey  
• Roundtable Meetings with the U.S. Delegation,
 on the occasion of TIFA meetings, Ankara



Roundtable Meetings with Ministers

April 28 I Roundtable Meeting with Mehmet Şimşek, Deputy Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Turkey, in cooperation with Atlantic Council 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT Board Members participated to a roundtable meeting with Mehmet 
Şimşek, Deputy Prime Minister, Republic of Turkey, organized in collaboration with Atlantic 
Council. 
The roundtable that was held as part of Atlantic Council’s Istanbul Summit, hosted 35+ senior 
executives including John Bass, US Ambassador to Turkey; Jennifer Davis, US Consul General 
Istanbul; Arda Ermut, President, ISPAT; Hakan Yurdakul, Head of Economy Monitoring and 
Coordination, Presidency of the Republic of Turkey; AmCham Board Members and Atlantic 
Council Board Members. The meeting focused on high-level Turkey-US strategic business 
relations.   

July 6 I Roundtable with Naci Ağbal, Minister of Finance, Republic of Turkey    
AmCham Turkey/ABFT organized a roundtable meeting with Naci Ağbal, Turkish Finance 
Minister. AmCham Turkey/ABFT Board Members and 50 member company representatives 
attended the meeting focusing on Turkey’s economic highlights and investment prospects 
between Turkey and the U.S.

November 17 I Roundtable with Nihat Zeybekci, Minister of Economy, Republic of Turkey
AmCham Turkey/ABFT organized a roundtable meeting with Nihat Zeybekci, Minister of 
Economy, as the guest of honor. The meeting hosted 50 high-level attendees including Nail 
Olpak, President of DEIK (Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey), representatives from 
the Ministry of Economy and TAIK (Turkey-US Business Council), AmCham Turkey/ABFT Board 
Members and member company representatives.The discussions focused on Turkey’s 
economic potential and investment prospects between Turkey and the U.S.

Executive Roundtable Meetings
 
February 16 I Roundtable Meeting with Hakan Yurdakul, Head of Economy Monitoring & 
Coordination, Presidency of the Republic of Turkey
AmCham Turkey/ABFT organized a roundtable meeting with the attendance of Hakan 
Yurdakul, Head of Economy Monitoring and Coordination at the Presidency of the Republic of 
Turkey. 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT Board Members and member company representatives attended the 
meeting that provided economic highlights and discussion on potential areas of development 
for further increase in trade and investment between the two countries.

March 15 I Breakfast Roundtable with Duncan Stewart, Director of Technology, Media & 
Telecommunications Research for Deloitte 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT, in collaboration with its member Deloitte, organized a roundtable 
meeting with Duncan Stewart, Deloitte’s Director of Technology, Media and 
Telecommunications Research. Being an expert on the forecasting of consumer & enterprise 
technology, media and telecommunications trends, Duncan informed AmCham Turkey/ABFT 
member companies on the impact of new and existing technology, as well as demographic 
and regulatory changes.  

April 14 I Roundtable with Shane Tedjarati, Honeywell’s President of Global High Growth 
Regions 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT, in collaboration with its member Honeywell, organized a breakfast 
roundtable meeting on the occasion of the Turkey visit of Shane Tedjarati, Honeywell’s 
President of Global High Growth Regions. Jennifer L. Davis, U.S. Consul General Istanbul, 
participated to the roundtable event that focused on the rapidly evolving global technology 
marketplace. Shane Tedjarati informed the guests on the central role China is playing in 
changing the nature of technology innovation.  
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May 30 I Breakfast Roundtable with Fadi Matar, Public & Government Affairs Director, 
IMEA & Turkey for The Dow Chemical Company
AmCham Turkey/ABFT, in collaboration with its member The Dow Chemical Company, 
organized a breakfast roundtable meeting with Fadi Matar, Dow’s Public & Government 
Affairs Director for IMEA & Turkey. Being an expert on brand management, public relations, 
advertising, digital marketing, media and internal communications, Fadi Matar made a 
presentation on “Branding Your Leadership”.   

September 14 I Roundtable Meetings with the U.S. Delegation, Trade and Investment 
Agreement (TIFA) between the U.S. and Turkey 
AmCham Turkey organized two separate roundtable meetings with the U.S. Delegation 
visiting Turkey for the 10th term meeting of TIFA (Trade and Investment Framework 
Agreement). Mark Libby, Director of the Office of Southern European Affairs of the U.S. 
Department of State attended the meetings with a delegation from the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. 
The first roundtable focused on private sector consultation on healthcare sector related 
issues. The second roundtable, organized with the attendance of AmCham Public Affairs 
Committee members covered topics on the business and investment climate in Turkey and 
the economic partnership opportunities between Turkey and the U.S.  

September 26 I Roundtable Meeting with Hüsnü Dilemre, Deputy Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Economy, Republic of Turkey  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT organized a roundtable meeting with the attendance of Hüsnü 
Dilemre, Deputy Undersecretary of the Ministry of Economy, Republic of Turkey as the guest 
speaker. The meeting attended by AmCham Public Affairs Committee members, provided 
highlights on trade and investment relations, post TIFA meetings, modernization of the 
Customs Union with the EU, TTIP and the prospects for a broader economic partnership with 
the U.S.     

Briefing Sessions 
 
January 4 I Security Briefing in Cooperation with OSAC 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT organized a security briefing session in cooperation with OSAC 
(Overseas Security Advisory Council). The meeting hosted Jennifer L. Davis, U.S. Consul 
General Istanbul and Anton Kort, Regional Security Officer of the U.S. Consulate General 
Istanbul as the keynote speakers. The meeting, followed by a panel session with the security 
officers of the member companies, focused on the recent security updates and security 
measures. 

January 23 I Briefing Session: US Sanctions & Export Controls  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT, in cooperation with its member Moroğlu Arseven Law Office, 
organized a briefing session on “US Sanctions & Export Controls" and "Anti-Dumping & 
Countervailing Duty". The session provided an overview of Douglas Jacobson, International 
Trade Attorney at Jacobson Burton Kelley PLLC on US export controls, sanctions and their 
possible impact on businesses.

March 2 I Briefing Session: Legal Perspectives on US Sanctions  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT, in cooperation with its member Moroğlu Arseven Law Office, 
organized a briefing session on “Legal Perspectives on US Sanctions”. Douglas Jacobson, 
International Trade Attorney at Jacobson Burton Kelley PLLC provided an overview of the 
legal perspectives in the session.  

November 30 I TAREKS Workshop in cooperation with the Ministry of Economy 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT organized a workshop on issues around product safety, inspections and 
the TAREKS system, in cooperation with the Ministry of Economy, at Baker & McKenzie 
premises. A delegation, from the Ministry of Economy, Directorate General (DG) Product 
Safety and Inspection, led by Kaan Köktürk, Head of Department, gathered with members for 
briefing and discussions on issues with respect to TAREKS system, inspections and beyond.
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December 12 I International Compliance Regulations & Internal Investigations Seminar 
with Kabine Law and Linklaters 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT , in cooperation with Linklaters & Kabine Law Office organized a 
briefing seminar on International Compliance Regulations & Internal Investigations to share 
views, experiences & best practices. The discussions focused on various cases multi-national 
companies operating in different jurisdictions may face, concerning laws with 
extraterritorial application. The session featured panel discussion with Tom Lidstrom, 
Partner at Linklaters; Dr Mehmet Karlı and Tuvan Yalım, Founding Partners at Kabine Law 
Office. 

Women Leadership Network Events 

March 8 I International Women’s Day: “Breaking Stereotypes: Paving the Way to Equal” 
Conference 
On the occasion of International Women’s Day, AmCham Turkey/ABFT and the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) jointly organized “Breaking Stereotypes: Paving 
the Way to Equal” conference. The conference kicked off with opening remarks from 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT Executive Director and EBRD’s Deputy Country Director for Turkey. 
AmCham Turkey/Board Member & Korn Ferry Managing Director Nilgün Langenberg informed 
attendees on AmCham’s ‘Women Leadership Network’ program.
The conference continued with a panel session on increasing women’s labour force 
participation in male-dominated industries, with the attendance of Mustafa Hilmi Çolakoğlu, 
Undersecretary of Ministry of National Education, Ihsan Necipoglu, CEO of Dow, Ayşem 
Sargın, Country Executive of Boeing Turkey and Ahu Yazıcı, General Manager of Bristol Myers 
Squibb.  

March 17 I Career Talks: Kayseri 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held “Career Talks” sessions at universities within the scope of its 
Women Leadership Network program. The panel session at Kayseri Abdullah Gül University 
featured the speech of Mine Öztürk, AmCham Board Member and Baxter General Manager.

May 4 I Career Talks: Denizli
Filiz Akdede, AmCham Board Member and HP Managing Director and Hulusi Berik, AmCham 
Member and Keiretsu Forum Board Member attended AmChams’s Career Talks session at 
Pamukkale University.  

May 5 I Career Talks: İzmir 
The panel session at 9 Eylül University, held in cooperation with Değişim Liderleri Derneği, 
featured the speech of Halide Aydınlık, AmCham member and Dupont General Manager.    

June 1 I AmCham Turkey Executive Mentorship Program Launch  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT, in collaboration with WLN’s key stakeholders Korn Ferry and European 
Mentoring and Coaching Council (EMCC) Turkey, launched the 3rd round of AmCham’s 
Executive Mentorship Program with a mentorship orientation training. The launch of the 
program, attended by 15 Mentors and 15 Mentees, was hosted by BTS & Partners.   

AmCham Turkey/ABFT 2017 Activitiy Report



AmCham Exclusive Events 

January 19 I AmCham Turkey/ABFT New Year Reception
AmCham Turkey/ABFT organized a New Year reception with U.S. Consul General Jennifer L. 
Davis at Consul General’s Residence in Istanbul with the attendance of 60 participants. 
The Reception featured welcoming remarks from Jennifer L. Davis, U.S. Consul General and 
Serra Akçaoğlu, AmCham Turkey/ABFT Chairwoman & Citibank Turkey CEO and Board 
Member, focusing on ABFT’s achievements in 2016 and plans for the coming year. 

March 1 I AmCham Turkey/ABFT Ordinary Election General Assembly 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held its Ordinary Election General Assembly at Hilton Istanbul 
Bosphorus with the participation of member company representatives. During the General 
Assembly, new members of AmCham Board of Directors were elected. Citibank Turkey CEO 
and Board Member Serra Akçaoğlu was re-elected as the Chairwoman of AmCham 
Turkey/ABFT Board of Directors. 
The new Board of Directors for the 2017-2019 period are comprised of Turkey Presidents and 
CEOs of global companies including Citibank, P&G, General Electric, The Dow Chemical 
Company, Baxter International, PwC, Korn Ferry, UPS, IBM, PepsiCo, Baker & McKenzie, HP, 
Boeing, Intel, Honeywell, 3M, Mondelez International, Warner Bros, Nike, Heidrick & 
Struggles and Janssen.

August 22 I AmCham Jazz Night Event 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT hosted a networking event in cooperation with its member, the 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel Istanbul. Members gathered for the jazz night event at the Ritz-Carlton 
and enjoyed the live performance of the Turkish jazz singer. 

December 18 I AmCham Turkey/ABFT Year-End Reception 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT members and colleagues gathered to celebrate the success stories of 
the previous year and share their good wishes and commitment for the year to come. 
Members showed motivation and shared commitment to further strengthen the investment 
and economic ties between Turkey and the US for the coming year. The event sponsored by 
3M as the main sponsor, and Cargill, Papa John’s and Verifone as sponsors, was concluded by 
a gift lottery supported by member companies.        

AmCham as a Member of 
AmChams in Europe & U.S. Chamber of Commerce

AmChams in Europe Meetings

May 7 – 12 I AmChams in Europe 2017 USA Conference 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT Executive Director attended AmChams in Europe annual USA 
Conference to engage with companies, organizations and key government agencies to 
strengthen partnerships and gain insight into the current U.S. business. 
The program which took place in Washington DC and Boston, was attended by 30+ directors 
of AmChams all across Europe. The Washington program was mainly focused on political 
updates, policy issues, trade while the Boston program’s focus was fully on innovation and 
technology.

May 4 I AmChams in Europe Policy Call 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members participated to a policy call organized by AmChams in 
Europe, which focused on the single market, Brexit, tax and digital issues.   

September 26 I ACE Policy Call 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members participated to a policy call organized by AmChams in 
Europe, which focused the Transatlantic Economy Report 2018, trade and transatlantic 
relations, digital economy and tax issues.  
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US Chamber of Commerce Meetings 
 
February 21 I Teleconference Meeting with Former U.S. Ambassador to Turkey 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended the teleconference meeting with the keynote speaker 
Honorable James F. Jeffrey, Former U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Turkey and 
Distinguished Fellow, Washington Institute for Middle East Policy. The conference organized 
by U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s U.S.-Turkey Business Council (USTBC), highlighted Turkey’s 
potential as a geopolitical actor. 

March 6 I Meeting with U.S. Chamber of Commerce Regional Office  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members held a meeting with Zeynep Güven, Advisor at U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce Regional Office in İstanbul. The meeting featured discussion on 
potential cooperation areas between the two organizations for future events and activities. 

April 28 I Teleconference Meeting with TEPAV 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended the teleconference meeting with the keynote speaker Güven 
Sak, Managing Director of Economic Policy Research Foundation in Turkey (TEPAV). The 
conference organized by U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s U.S.-Turkey Business Council, 
highlighted the implications for government policy, U.S.-Turkey relations, and expectations 
for international investors.  

May 7 – 12 I Visit to U.S. Chamber of Commerce Office, Washington D.C.   
AmCham Turkey/ABFT Executive Director held a meeting with Khush Choksy, Senior Vice 
President for Middle East and Turkey Affairs, U.S. Chamber of Commerce and Jennifer Miel, 
Executive Director, U.S.-Turkey Business Council in Washington D.C. to update each other and 
discuss potential areas of cooperation. 

July 10 I Meeting with U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members held a meeting with Jennifer Miel, Executive Director 
at U.S. Chamber of Commerce, U.S.-Turkey Business Council (USTBC). The meeting featured 
discussion on potential cooperation areas between the two organizations for future events 
and activities. 

July 11 I Attendance to USTBC Strategy Meetings  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended two separate strategy meetings organized by USTBC, 
focusing on medical device sector and information & communications technologies.   

July 31 I Teleconference with BlueBay Asset Management
AmCham Turkey/ABFT participated to USTBC’s teleconference which hosted Timothy Ash, 
Head of Emerging Europe, Middle East & Africa Strategy, BlueBay Asset Management as the 
guest speaker.   

September 11 I Private Sector Consultation Roundtable Meeting 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT, in cooperation with USTBC, organized a roundtable meeting among 
members, ahead of TIFA meetings to discuss investment and trade prospects between the 
two countries.    

October 25 I AmCham Turkey/ABFT Board Members Luncheon with Myron Brilliant, 
Executive Vice President & Head of International Affairs, U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT Board Members hosted Myron Brilliant, Executive Vice President and 
Head of International Affairs, U.S. Chamber of Commerce, as well as U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce representatives at a roundtable luncheon as part of U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s 
Turkey delegation visit. The meeting focused on further cooperation opportunities between 
the two institutions to take U.S.-Turkey economic and commercial relations to the next 
level.  
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Meetings with Business Associations & Public Institutions 

January 10 I Meeting with Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT Executive Director held a meeting with Carlos Valderrama, Vice 
President of Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, for a discussion of potential areas of 
cooperation.     

January 18 I Meeting with Prime Ministry Investment Support and Promotion Agency (ISPAT)  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT Executive Director visited ISPAT’s Istanbul office to meet with the 
team with a focus to evaluate potential cooperation areas for future events and activities.
Follow-up meetings were held with ISPAT on February 9th, April 18th and September 7th.

February 8 I Meeting with Merih Kepez, Regional Coordinator at TAIK 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held a meeting with Mereh Kepez, Regional Coordinator at TAIK, the 
Turkey-US Business Council. The meeting featured discussion on potential cooperation areas 
for future activities. 

March 29 I Meeting with Özlem Özyiğit, Secretary General, YASED  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held a meeting with Özlem Özyiğit, Secretary General, (International 
Investors Association) YASED to discuss potential cooperation areas between the 
organizations for future activities. 

April 21 I Meeting with TUSIAD 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held separate meetings with Dr. Bahadır Kaleağası, General Secretary, 
TUSIAD and Hale Onursal Hatipoğlu, Deputy General Secretary, TUSIAD to discuss potential 
cooperation areas between the two organizations.     

June 13 I Meeting with Atlantic Council
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members visited Atlantic Council’s head office to meet with 
Pınar Dost Niyego, Deputy Director of Atlantic Council to discuss potential cooperation areas 
for future events and activities.  

July 19 I Attendance to British Chamber of Commerce’s Summer Reception 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members attended to the summer garden party organized by the 
British Chamber of Commerce (BCCT) at the British Consulate. 

August 4 I Meeting with the Swiss Chamber of Commerce 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held a meeting with the Executive Director of the Swiss Chamber of 
Commerce. The meeting featured discussion on potential cooperation areas for future events 
and activities. 

August 7 I Meeting with the Ministry of Economy 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT visited the Ministry of Economy in Ankara and held meetings with the 
Senior Advisor and Chief of Staff to the Turkish Minister of Economy, to discuss investment 
prospects and possible cooperation areas.   

September 21 I Attendance to TUSIAD’s Seminar 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended TUSIAD’s (Turkish Industry and Business Association) seminar 
on global trade, focusing on trends in global trade and factors affecting Turkey’s trade 
policies.   

September 27 I Meeting with International Chambers 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT participated to a meeting with the International Chambers to discuss 
cooperation opportunities at the University Industry Cooperation Centers Platform’s (USIMP) 
patent fair.     
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October 4 I AmCham Turkey/ABFT Ankara Visit 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT had several meetings in Ankara with a focus to discuss further 
cooperation opportunities between the institutions. The meetings included representatives 
from the Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Finance and the U.S. Embassy.     

October 24 I Meeting with Dr. Hasan Bağcı, Deputy Secretary General, AIFD
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held a meeting with Dr. Hasan Bağcı, Deputy Secretary General of AIFD 
(Association of Research-Based Pharmaceutical Companies) for discussions on potential 
cooperation areas of mutual interest for both institutions.   

December 5 I Attendance to XIII. Swiss Turkish Economic Forum 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members attended Swiss Chamber’s 13th annual economic 
forum focused on “Rethinking Tomorrow’s Business Models: How to Stay Competitive in the 
Digital Age”. The event discussed why industrial revolutions are revolutionary, digital world 
and future professions.  

Meetings with Members & Stakeholders  

February 7 I Baker & McKenzie “Industrial Property Rights” Seminar 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended Baker & McKenzie’s briefing seminar on the recently 
announced law on the protection of industrial property rights, which entered into force on 
January 10, 2017.

February 8 I Attendance to OSAC’s General Membership Meeting 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT member companies attended to OSAC’s (Overseas Security Advisory 
Council) general membership meeting at ABFT member Deloitte’s premises. The meeting 
highlighted recent security updates. 

February 10 I Meeting with Keiretsu Forum 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held a meeting with its member Keiretsu Forum, a global investment 
community of accredited private equity angel investors, venture capitalists and corporate & 
institutional investors. The meeting featured discussion on potential cooperation areas 
between the two organizations for future events and activities. 

February 15 I Meeting with Erika Olson, Economic Counselor, US Embassy 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held a meeting with Erika Olson, Economic Counselor at US Embassy 
to discuss potential cooperation areas between the two organizations. Follow-up meetings 
were held on August 3rd and September 6th.      

March 3 I Attendance to Direct Selling Sector Conference 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended Direct Selling Association’s conference, focusing on the new 
trends and regulations related to the direct selling sector in Turkey. 

March 16 I Teleconference with Tuatara Group re smart cities project funds
AmCham Turkey/ABFT organized a teleconference meeting with Pamela M. Peseux, Principal 
of Tuatara Group, focusing on smart cities projects in Turkey. Selected by the U.S. Trade and 
Development Agency (USTDA), the Tuatara Group aims to identify, evaluate and recommend 
smart city projects in Turkey that could benefit from USTDA project development funding for 
feasibility studies or technical assistance. 
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March 22 I Attendance to 30% Club Turkey Launch Event at Borsa Istanbul
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended the launch of 30% Club campaign initiated by Sabancı 
University Corporate Management Forum. The campaign which aims to increase women’s 
rate on boards to 30% was launched at Borsa Istanbul with the attendance of Borsa Istanbul 
Chairman and leading business people including Serra Akçaoğlu, AmCham Turkey/ABFT 
Chairwoman & Citibank Turkey CEO and Board Member.         

March 22 I Meeting with Center for International Private Enterprise 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT Executive Director held a meeting with Babak Yektefar, Senior 
Program Officer, Middle East & North Africa at Center for International Private Enterprise, a 
non-profit affiliate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, aiming to promote an entrepreneurial 
culture and understanding of how markets work. The meeting focused on an introduction of 
both organizations’ activities to each other and discussion of potential areas of cooperation 
in the future. 

March 23 I Attendance to Brand Protection Group’s Workshop  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended Brand Protection Group’s workshop on “Being a Brand in 
Turkey” where the results of the recent report on counterfeit products have been announced 
and discussed by the participants.

March 28 I Attendance to BTS & Partners Event  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended BTS & Partners’ roundtable meeting with international 
chambers, focusing on the investment environment in Turkey and further cooperation 
opportunities between the chambers.   

March 30 I Attendance to Boğaziçi University-TÜSİAD Foreign Policy Forum Meeting 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members attended a briefing session organized by Boğaziçi 
University – TÜSİAD Foreign Policy Forum. The interactive meeting focused on the future 
foresights of Turkey-US relations. 

April 3 I Meeting with Fullbright 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT Executive Director held a meeting with Prof. Dr. Ersel Aydınlı, 
Executive Director, Fullbright, for a discussion of potential areas of cooperation.  
  
May 12 I Participation to BCCT’s Mimarsiv Selection Event 
AmCham Turkey participated the British Chamber of Commerce in Turkey’s (BCCT) Mimarsiv 
Selection Event, a 2-day event dedicated to the construction, architecture, design and art 
sectors, together with the other international chambers in Turkey.   

May 25 I Turkish Policy Quarterly 15th Anniversary
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members attended the 15th anniversary event of Turkish Policy 
Quarterly, an Istanbul-based journal aiming to foster original thinking and constructive policy 
debates on Turkey and its neighborhood since 2002.   

June 16 I 7th International Ethics Summit 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members attended the 7th International Ethics Summit "As 
Waters Recede" held in Istanbul Bilgi University. The seventh Ethics Summit brought together 
experienced business leaders around the world, discussing the efforts for preventing ethical 
crisis and managing the process of post-crises. 

June 20 I Attendance to Baker & McKenzie Diversity Committee Event 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members attended the LGBT & Allies Network event organized 
by its member Baker & McKenzie’s Diversity Committee. The event aimed to share ideas and 
show support for the LGBT+ community. 
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June 21 I Meeting with Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held a meeting with Ezgi Yılmaz, Strategic Planning Specialist at 
Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts (IKSV) focused on potential cooperation 
opportunities at the 15th Istanbul Biennial and other future events and activities. 

July 10 I Teleconference with Missouri State Trade & Investment Office 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended a teleconference meeting with Missouri State Trade & 
Investment Office to evaluate and discuss potential cooperation areas.

August 3 I Meeting with Turkish-Win 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held a meeting with TurkishWin representatives for a discussion of 
potential areas of cooperation on AmCham’s Women Leadership Network program. 

August 5 I Meeting with Business Council for Sustainable Development (BCSD)   
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members visited Konca Çalkıvık, Executive Director of BCSD 
Turkey, to meet with the team with a focus to evaluate potential cooperation areas in the 
sustainability area. 

August 7 I Meeting with the World Bank 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members held a meeting with Johannes Zutt, World Bank’s 
Turkey Representative in Ankara to discuss possible collaboration on joint reports.   

August 10 I Meeting with the new Commercial Counselor of the U.S. Embassy 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT organized a meeting with William Czajkowski, the new Commercial 
Counselor of the U.S. Embassy in Ankara. The meeting featured discussion on potential 
cooperation areas between the two organizations. A follow-up meeting was held on October 
24th. 

August 24 I Participation to Economic Development Foundation’s Seminar 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended Economic Development Foundation’s (IKV) seminar featuring 
discussions on Turkey – EU relations and customs union modernization.  
 
September 11 I Participation to U.S. - Turkey Private Sector TIFA Consultations in Ankara
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members participated to U.S.-Turkey Privat Sector consultations 
in Ankara, as part of the 10th term of the TIFA meetings. 

September 15 I Meeting with Mark Libby, Director, Southern European Affairs Office, U.S. 
Department of State
AmCham Turkey/ABFT held a meeting with Mark Libby, Director of the Office of Southern 
European Affairs of the U.S. Department of State to discuss potential cooperation areas. 
 
September 25 I Participation to Sağlam Kobi project working group meeting at UNDP 
Turkey office
AmCham Turkey/ABFT participated to the working group meeting of the CSR Project “Sağlam 
Kobi” (Strong SME). “Sağlam Kobi” is an initiative for SMEs to get prepared for disasters. The 
program launched in 2013, coordinates working group meetings to share best practices.

October 24-25 I Media Partner of 3rd PPP Healthcare Summit in Turkey  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT became a media partner to the 3rd PPP Healthcare Summit in Turkey, 
that brought together key stakeholders in the Healthcare PPP Ecosystem including those 
working on successful PPP projects in North America, Europe and Asia. From establishing the 
legal framework and securing financing to operating and maintaining a profitable hospital, 
the event explored the entire lifecycle of the agreement from the perspective of all parties. 
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October 24 I Participation to EBRD Private Sector & Think-Tanks Meeting, Ankara 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT participated to EBRD’s (European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development) business associations and think-tanks roundtable meeting in Ankara, as part of 
EBRD Board of Directors’ periodic visits to the countries of operations to observe progress of 
economic transition and the impact of the Bank’s activities on this process.   

November 6-7 I Media Partner of 3rd National Patent Fair 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT became a media partner to the 3rd National Patent Fair, organized by 
USIMP (University-Industry Collaboration Network Platform), at Harbiye Military Museum. 
The fair hosted several technology transfer offices, industry representatives and investors.     

November 8 I Meeting with TEİD 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT team members organized a meeting with representatives from TEID 
(The Ethics and Reputation Society) for discussions on potential cooperation opportunities 
amongst the organizations, particularly within the scope of developing a program on 3rd 
party risks for multinationals.  

November 28 I Attendance to Sabancı University CDP Turkey’s Climate Change Seminar 
AmCham Turkey/ABFT attended to the launch of “Climate Change 2017 Report” organized by 
Sabancı University’s CDP Turkey (Carbon Disclosure Project) platform, which works to 
transform the way the world does business to prevent dangerous climate change and protect 
natural resources.  

November 28 I Teleconference with the World Bank  
AmCham Turkey/ABFT organized a teleconference meeting with the World Bank’s Sector 
Manager for Health, Nutrition & Population, responsible for Europe and Central Asia, with a 
focus on possible cooperation areas on Turkish healthcare and life sciences industry.  
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AmCham Turkey/ABFT Committees 

Public Affairs Committee 

Committee Chair: İhsan Necipoğlu, AmCham Turkey Board Member & The Dow Chemical 
Company President of Turkey & Central Asia

April 28 I Public Affairs Committee Roundtable Meeting with Dr. Aaron Stein of Atlantic 
Council and Larry Farris of U.S. Commercial Service on “State of U.S.-Turkey Relations: 
Economy, Trade, Foreign Policy; Today and Beyond” 

May 30 I Public Affairs Committee Meeting 

July 20 I Public Affairs Committee Meeting 

September 14 I Public Affairs Committee Roundtable Meeting with the U.S. Delegation 
visiting Turkey for TIFA meetings  

September 26 I Public Affairs Committee Roundtable Meeting with Hüsnü Dilemre, Deputy 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Economy, Republic of Turkey, on trade and investment 
relations, post TIFA meetings, modernization of the customs union with the EU  

November 21 I Public Affairs Committee Meeting with Dr. Bahadır Kaleağası, TUSIAD 
Secretary General
 

Healthcare & Life Sciences Committee Meeting 

February 8 I Healthcare & Life Sciences Committee Meeting

April 11 I Healthcare & Life Sciences Committee Meeting
 
May 31 I Healthcare & Life Sciences Committee Meeting

June 5 I Healthcare and Life Sciences Committee High Level Roundtable Meeting with Turkish 
Medicine and Medical Device Agency (TITCK) President, Dr. Hakkı Gursoz 

August 1 I Healthcare & Life Sciences Committee Meeting
 
September 14 I Healthcare & Life Sciences Committee Roundtable Meeting with the U.S. 
Delegation visiting Turkey for TIFA meetings  

September 27 I Healthcare & Life Sciences Committee Meeting
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Digital Economy Committee Meeting 

Committee Chair: Defne Tozan, AmCham Turkey Board Member & IBM Turkey General Manager

July 3 I Digital Economy Committee Strategy Meeting

July 27 I Digital Economy Committee Strategy Meeting 

August 2 I Digital Economy Committee Strategy Meeting 

August 21 I Digital Economy Committee Strategy Meeting 

September 18 I Digital Economy Committee Strategy Meeting 

October 3 I Digital Economy Committee Kick-Off Meeting 

Aerospace & Defense Committee Meeting 

Committee Chair: Ayşem Sargın, AmCham Turkey Board Member & Boeing Turkey Country 
Executive and Managing Director 

June 6 I Aerospace, Defense and Security Committee Kick off and Strategy Meeting
 

Energy & Infrastructure Committee Meeting 
 
Committee Chair: Canan Özsoy, AmCham Turkey Board Member & GE Turkey President and CEO

July 7 I Energy & Infrastructure Committee Strategy Meeting 





AUTOMOTIVE / TRANSPORTATION
Ford
Goodyear
Hertz

INDUSTRIES
3M
Alp Aviation 
Axalta Coating Systems
Boeing International
Borusan Makina / Caterpillar
DuPont
Emerson
General Electric
Honeywell
Lockheed Martin
McCormick Kütaş
The Dow Chemical Company
The Timken Company

BANKING / FINANCIAL SERVICES / INSURANCE
Citibank
Dubai Starr Sigorta
J.P. Morgan  
Marsh
MetLife
The Blackstone Group
Ulusal Faktoring
Wells Fargo Bank

IT TECHNOLOGIES / E-COMMERCE
AECOM
Apple
Cisco Systems
Hewlett Packard Enterprise 
HP Computer and Printing Technologies
IBM
Johnson Controls
Microsoft
Verifone
Xerox  

CONSUMER GOODS & SERVICES
Anadolu Efes
Cargill
Coca Cola
Estée Lauder
Mondelez International
Newell Brands
Nike
PepsiCo
Philip Morris / Sabancı
P&G

DELIVERY SERVICES
BDP International 
Brink’s
CEVA Logistics 
UPS

EDUCATION
ELS Educational Services
Harvard Business School Istanbul
Istanbul Bilgi University Laureate

ENERGY / OIL & GAS
Aladdin Middle East
Zorlu Energy / First Solar

ENGINEERING / CONSTRUCTION / PROPERTY
Cushman & Wakefield
Miyamoto International

HEALTHCARE
Amgen
Baxter International
Beckman Coulter
Bristol Myers Squibb
Boston Scientific
Celgene
Forever Living
Herbalife
Janssen
Johnson & Johnson
Lilly
Medtronic
MSD Animal Health
MSD Turkey 
Novo Nordisk  
Pfizer
Smith & Nephew
Stryker
Takeda 

HOSPITALITY / ENTERTAINMENT/ 
F&B SERVICES
Conrad
Hilton Worldwide
Hilton Istanbul Bomonti Hotel
Istanbul Marriott Hotel Sisli
McDonald’s
Papa John’s 
Renaissance Bosphorus Hotel 
The Ritz-Carlton Istanbul
Warner Bros
Yum! Brands

NGOs
Make-A-Wish Foundation
Keiretsu Forum Istanbul 

PROFESSIONAL / LEGAL / CONSULTANCY
SERVICES / NGOs
Baker & McKenzie
BASEAK / Dentons 
BTS & Partners
Core Out of Home
Deloitte
EY
Heidrick & Struggles
Iron Mountain 
Korn Ferry 
KPMG
Moroğlu Arseven
Nazalı Law Firm
PwC
Russell Reynolds Associates 
Serap Zuvin Law Offices
Spencer Stuart
Steelcase
The Nielsen Company
White & Case






