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Bloomberg Businessweek 

March 7, 2021 

Bloomberg Businessweek Türkiye's interview 

with AmCham Turkey Chair Tankut Turnaoglu covered 

the recent developments on 100 Billion Dollar trade goal 

& bilateral relations during the new US administration.  

→ Read the full interview at: LINK  

 

 

 

MEDIA COVERAGE 

Dünya  

February 9, 2021  

AmCham Turkey Chair Tankut Turnaoglu highlights 5 

priorities to carry Turkey to global markets & reveals 

recommendations for Turkey to stand out in the 

competition at Dünya Gazetesi interview!  

→ Click to read the interview at: LINK  

 

www.amchamturkey.com
http://displayer.prnet.com.tr/DisplayerV2.aspx?GroupID=40624&ArticleID=134723002&ActiveYear=2021
https://www.dunya.com/kose-yazisi/otomasyon-ve-dijital-donusum-tesvik-edilmeli/610257
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Fortune Magazine  

January  26, 2021   

Check out AmCham Turkey Chair Tankut Turnaoglu's new 

interview at Fortune Turkey on TR-US relations during the 

pandemic, bilateral trade & more at: LINK  

 

 

 

 

GVC Webinar Launch 

April 5, 2021   

The launch of AmCham Turkey and Presidency Investment 

Office’s brand new webinar series on “Global Value Chains” 

has been covered by various press outlets.   

→ Dünya Online: LINK 

→ Habertürk Online: LINK  

→ AA Online: LINK  

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD EVENTS  

May 5  I  AmCham Board Ankara Roadshow: Meeting with Minister of Treasury & Finance and Minister of Trade   

AmCham Board and Advisory Members did their planned Ankara Roadshow on May 5th. The delegation had meetings with 

Minister of Treasury and Finance Lütfi ELVAN and Minister of Trade Dr. Mehmet MUŞ. 

→ During the meeting, the key messages collected from Public, and Government Affairs Committee were delivered 

as well as the findings of AmCham’s Business & Investment Climate Survey.  

→ Both ministers welcomed AmCham as the business association representing U.S. Business in Turkey providing 

investment, employment export and innovation.  

→ Minister Elvan underlined the importance of the total factor productivity (TFP) and the contribution of technology, 

R&D and innovation in measuring TFP. 

→ Minister Muş underlined the importance of global value chain integration for Turkey and the target to increase 

bilateral trade between two countries.  

→ Both ministers agreed to have follow-up meetings. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

www.amchamturkey.com
https://www.fortuneturkey.com/turkiye-abd-yatirim-gelecegi
https://www.dunya.com/ekonomi/turkiyenin-firsatlari-uluslararasi-yatirimcilara-anlatildi-haberi-616916
https://www.haberturk.com/kuresel-deger-zincirleri-sohbetleri-webinari-yapildi-3030552-ekonomi
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/ekonomi/turkiyenin-yatirim-firsatlari-uluslararasi-yatirimcilara-anlatildi/2198968
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February 24  I  AmCham Board Meeting with EU Ambassador 

AmCham Board Members meeting with Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut, Head of the EU Delegation to Turkey focused 

on the modernization of the Customs Union, policy changes of EU in the Green Deal framework and EU-US relations 

during new US administration.   

 

 

 

 

 

February 1 I Briefing on Geostrategic Trends for 2021 by Sinan 

Ülgen & Strategy Session 

AmCham Turkey Board Members had a briefing session on Geostrategic 

Trends for 2021 by Sinan Ülgen, Chairman of EDAM, followed by 

AmCham 2011 Strategy Session.    

 

February 24 I Pulse Breakfast Meeting with Tankut Turnaoğlu 

AmCham Turkey Board Members meet regularly with existing and 

potential members at virtual breakfast meetings to provide an update 

on AmCham’s recent activities and exchange of ideas.    

 

March 9 I Meeting with Turkish Ambassador to the U.S. 

AmCham Chair Tankut Turnaoğlu had a virtual meeting with H. Murat Mercan, 

the new Turkish Ambassador to the U.S., Washington to discuss future 

cooperation opportunities to increase bilateral trade and investments.  

 

January 15 - Feb 5 – March 12 – April 9  I  AmCham Board Meetings   

AmCham Turkey Board Members meet regularly to evaluate activities, financials and membership status in the past 

term, and future events and committee activities.   

 

March 18 I Meeting with İsmail Gülle, Chair of Turkish Exporters 

Assembly (TİM)  

AmCham Chair and Deputy Chair had a meeting with İsmail Gülle, Chair of 

Turkish Exporters Assembly (TİM) on possible projects to increase Turkey’s 

export to the U.S. and logistics centers that TİM will be opening in the U.S.  

 

April 21 I TİM & AmCham Joint Board Meeting  

Following AmCham Chair & Deputy Chair’s meeting with TİM Chair, AmCham 

Board Members attended TİM’s Board meeting to discuss possible 

cooperation opportunities to boost exports.   

 

www.amchamturkey.com
https://twitter.com/EdamOrg
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AmCham Turkey & Presidency Investment Office  

GVC Talks Webinar Series Launch 

 

Global Supply Chains have been undergoing a profound transformation during Covid-19 pandemic. Faced with disrupted 

and shortened supply chains, multinational companies have been looking for alternative places to relocate their overseas 

production activities and secure their supplier bases with closeness to sources and destination markets.  

Considering its manufacturing capabilities, skilled and cost-competitive labor force, proximity to the EU and MENA markets, 

and international free trade networks, Turkey stands out as an attractive location for the U.S. companies to diversify and 

secure their supply chain networks. 

 

Investment Office of the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey and AmCham Turkey are pleased to launch a new 

webinar series under 4 thematic topics that are deemed to play a decisive role in Turkey’s integration into GVCs. 

 

“GVC Talks” will be organized consecutively in webinar format with the selected topics: 

Panel-1: "Investment Perspective" 

Panel-2: "Regional Commercial Relations" 

Panel-3: "Regional Trade Relations –Green Deal "  

Panel-4: "Tax Mechanism" 

 

 

NEW WEBINAR SERIES: #GVCTALKS 

GVC Talks-1: "Investment Perspective" – April 5, 2021  

First panel session, held in cooperation with the U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce, focused on current investors and 

new investments. Panelists included:  

• Çetin Ali DÖNMEZ, Deputy Minister of Industry & 

Technology, Republic of Turkey  

• Canan ÖZSOY, AmCham Turkey Deputy Chair, General 

Electric Turkey President & CEO 

• Ahmet İhsan ERDEM, Vice President of the Investment 

Office, Presidency of the Republic of Turkey 

• Alvaro ORTIZ, Head of Big Data Research, BBVA  

• Dave JOHNSTON, Ford Otosan, Deputy GM 

• İhsan KARAGÖZ, Mondelez International, Turkey MD  

• Serdar ALEMDAR, ODTÜ Teknokent CEO 

Moderator: Hakan GÜLDAĞ & Didem Eryar ÜNLÜ, Dünya  

 

You can WATCH the panel session at: LINK  

 

 

www.amchamturkey.com
https://youtu.be/-RtDhLk0lWk
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GVC Talks-2: Regional Trade Relations – May 4, 2021  

Second panel session, held in cooperation with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, focused on Regional 

trade relations of Turkey, Partnership with EU under the Customs Union agreement and Nearshoring 

advantages of Turkey. Panelists included:  

• Burak KILIÇ, AmCham Turkey Board Member & UPS Turkey Country Manager 

• Ahmet İhsan ERDEM, Vice President of the Investment Office, Presidency of the Republic of Turkey 

• Tankut TURNAOĞLU, AmCham Chair, P&G, Turkey, Caucasus and Central Asia, CEO 

• Turhan ÖZEN, Turkish Airlines, Chief Cargo Officer  

• Pelin MAVİLİ, Netflix, Head of Public Policy 

• İbrahim KARA, Kara Holding, Vice President 

Moderator: Açıl SEZEN, Bloomberg HT  

 

You can WATCH the panel session at: LINK 

 

 

WOMEN LEADERSHIP 

April 14 I Virtual AmCham Briefing: Meet Chamber 

CEO, Suzanne Clark 

As an affiliate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, AmCham 

Turkey is pleased to attend the first Virtual AmCham 

Briefing by the new and first woman President and CEO of 

the U.S. Chamber of Commerce - Suzanne Clark together 

with 60+ countries.   

 

At the virtual briefing moderated by Myron Brilliant, we 

had the opportunity to listen to the new CEO’s thoughts on 

data-led advocacy to support #WomeninBusiness, as well 

as the Chamber’s efforts on climate change, vaccine 

access and more.  

www.amchamturkey.com
https://youtu.be/l9wbR7HsCF8
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March 12 I International Women’s Day Event  

At AmCham Turkey’s 6th Women's Day Event with EBRD and Heidrick & Struggles, we hosted industry leading 

professionals to discuss Agility in Women Leadership!  

 

Our Keynote Speakers & Panelists:  

• Tankut Turnaoğlu, AmCham Turkey, Chair 

• Annemarie Straathof, EBRD, Vice President, Risk and Compliance and Chief Risk Officer 

• Ayşegül Dicle Aydın, Managing Partner, Heidrick & Struggles  

• Berna ÜLMAN, Senior Vice President, Visa 

• Alpagut ÇİLİNGİR, Leader, Retail & Technology, Google 

• Rina Onur ŞİRİNOĞLU, General Partner, 500 Istanbul & Co-Founder, Peak Games  

• Ebru TAŞÇIOĞLU, Board Member & HR Director, Enerjisa  

• Hande GÜNGÖR, EMEA Head of Executive Recruitment, Amazon Web Services 

• Zehra ÖNEY, Chair, Wtech (Women in Technology Association) 

 

Big thanks to Harvard Business Review Türkiye for being our virtual event solutions partner!  

 

Watch the event at: LINK   

www.amchamturkey.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSkCsEfTg1U
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LAUNCH of GLOBAL TURKS par EXCELLENCE 

Global Turks par Excellence Project has been launched in March 2021 and we now seek your valuable support to 

reach out to the top Turkish professionals around the globe! 

 

One of our 5 priorities for 2020-2022 highlights our passion to “Pioneer the Development of World Class Talent and 

D&I Programs in Turkey”. 

 

And we give utmost importance on development of Turkish Talent as well as identification of Top Turkish Talent around 

the globe, so that this massive collection of experience and qualifications can be utilized to enhance Turkey’s Public 

and Private sector companies and can become Role Models for the upcoming generations. 

 

The Project led by Heidrick & Struggles and coordinated by AmCham Turkey, in cooperation with YASED, held its 

first Steering Committee Meeting on March 2nd and second meeting on April 12th together with Sponsors including: 

Main Sponsors : Procter & Gamble, Microsoft, Facebook   

Project Sponsors : Citi, Coca-Cola, Mastercard, Socar, Unilever, Visa  

Brand Sponsors : Cargill, Johnson Controls, Medtronic, Nielsen IQ 

 

www.amchamturkey.com
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DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION WEBINARS  

Covid-19 has further revealed the importance of digital transformation in the business world. Owing to their great 

expertise in digitalization, U.S. companies have and continue to play an important and active function in this soon to be 

global transformation. 

To stay ahead of this trend, AmCham Turkey launched a webinar series on “New Normal: Digital Transformation” with 

4 panel sessions addressing the following key themes, under the moderation of Murat KANSU, Strategic Consultant, VC 

Funds:  

Session 1: Empowering Employees – Nov 3rd  

Session 2: Knowing Your Customer – Dec 1st   

Session 3: Transform Products – Jan 5th  

Session 4: Optimizing Costs – Feb 2nd  

In the last 2 panels, held on Jan 5th and Feb 2nd, the panels hosted leading figures of the digital transformation 

ecosystem:   

• Levent Kızıltan, Board Member, Eczacıbaşı Bilişim  

• Cenk Erdoğan, Partner, McKinsey & Company  

• Yinal Özkan, Sr. Manager, UK&IR Start-up Solutions Architect, AWS  

• Devrim PAKKAN, General Manager, Turkey, Azerbaijan, South Caspian, Emerson   

• İhsan NECİPOĞLU, Government Markets Director, DowAksa   

• Alper KARAÇAR, Partner, Technology Consultancy Leader & Government & Public Sector Leader, KPMG  

 

You can watch all panel sessions at AmCham Turkey Youtube Channel.  

www.amchamturkey.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4gSeOgwyFJz9s1pY4DbzKw/videos
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BRIEFING SESSIONS  

February 24 I Latest trends in Trade between Turkey 

and the U.S. – U.K. – France  

AmCham General Secretary Asli Özelli attended Kızılkaya 

Customs’ webinar series as a panelist to discuss latest 

trends in trade between Turkey and the U.S., U.K. and 

France together with colleagues from French and British 

Chambers of Commerce.    

February 24 I AmCham HR Circle Meeting 

AmCham Turkey had established 3 crisis working groups among members to cooperate and share best practices during 

Covid-19 on Production, Finance and HR practices.   

 

The HR Circle meeting held on Feb 24th, focused on the normalization period as well as HR Circle survey results. Korn 

Ferry presented 2020 compensation and benefits survey results at the meeting.  

 

COMMITTEES  

 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

  

Committee Chair: Canan ÖZSOY, GE Turkey President & CEO  

 

January 27 I Attendance to EU Policy Call 

 

April 28 I Public Affairs Committee Meeting 

 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 

 

Committee Co-Chairs:  

- Evguenia STOICHKOVA, Coca Cola Turkey, Caucasus & Central Asia President 

- Armin ZERUNYAN, Hilton Turkey Country General Manager 

 

January 21 I AmCham Sustainability Committee Meeting 

 

March 5 I Sustainability Committee Meeting with TUSIAD-EU Green Deal Task Force, hosting Fatih Ebiçlioğlu, 

President of Durable Goods Companies, Koç Holding   

 

April 9 I Attendance to TÜSİAD’s EU Green Deal Task Force Monthly Meeting   

www.amchamturkey.com
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HEALTHCARE & LIFE SCIENCES COMMITTEE 

 

Committee Co-Chairs:  

- Renan Özyerli, MSD Managing Director, Turkey Cluster (Turkey, Ukraine, CIS)  

- Ayhan Öztürk, Medtronic, Regional Vice President for Turkey, West Asia and Levant  

 

January 11 I Meeting with AIFD & ARTED on Future Cooperation 

 

January 21 I Attendance to SAIK Board Meeting on Health Tourism Project  

 

March 23 I Meeting with AIFD & ARTED on Possible Financial Sustainability in Healthcare Project   

 

Feb 26, March 2-3-5-8-9-10-11 I Healthcare Catch-up Meetings with Members 

 

 

DIGITAL ECONOMY COMMITTEE  

 

Committee Chair: Volkan Sözmen, IBM Turkey General Manager  

  

February 22 I AmCham Digital Economy Committee Meeting 

 

March 8 I Meeting with Bilişim Vadisi hosted by Dijital On Future Cooperation 

 

AmCham Cloud Computing Survey  

 

February 17 I AmCham Cloud Survey Meeting with Members 

 

March 5 I Cloud Survey Evaluation Report presentation to the Investment Office  

 

March 17 I Meeting with the Ministry of Industry & Technology and Presidency Strategy and Budget Office on 

AmCham Cloud Computing Project   

 

March 23 I Meeting with TUBİSAD on AmCham Cloud Computing Survey  

 

April 8 I Meeting with TUSİAD on AmCham Cloud Computing Survey 

 

www.amchamturkey.com

